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QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


THE  SPIRITUAL  HARVEST 
FIELD.* 

KKV.  SAMUEL  MO  NAUGHER, 

BOSTON,  MASS. 

“Lift  up  your  eyes  and  look  on  the 
fields,  for  they  are  white  already  to  liar- 
vest,” — John  iv,  35. 

At  this  season  everything  is  being 
gathered  of  the  abundant  growth  of  the 
harvest.  God  in  His  merciful  providence 
has  given  us  a very  fruitful  year.  There 
have  been  the  sunshine  and  the  rain  in  due 
season.  From  no  section  of  the  country 
do  we  hear  any  complaint.  Possibly  more 
generally  than  ever  these  favors  of  God 
have  been  more  widely  distributed  and 
enjoyed.  The  harvest  of  all  kinds  of 
grain  has  been  more  than  could  be  cared 
for  by  the  industrious  farmer.  From 
our  eastern  colleges  and  universities 
young  men  have  gone  to  the  great  farm- 
ing districts.  Others  have  been  added  to 
these  from  all  walks  of  life,  and  yet  there 
has  been  a scarcity  of  laborers.  In  some 
places  fabulous  wages  have  been  offered 
as  an  inducement,  so  that  the  splendid 
harvest  might  not  be  lost. 

It  is  a very  great  grievance  to  any  con- 
scientious man  to  see  good  grain  and  hay 
and  other  farm  products  go  to  loss.  It  is 
just  as  good  as  that  he  has  gathered,  and 
yet  because  of  sheer  inability  to  handle  all 


the  crop  there  is  the  loss.  It  is  well  that 
he  feels  this  way,  because  of  the  great 
need  there  is  in  our  cities  for  all  that  can 
be  gathered.  Many  a 2nan  has  said  this 
summer  and  fall,  “The  fields  are  white 
to  the  harvest,”  * * * “but  the  laborers 
• are  few.” 

Jesus  was  a lover  of  nature,  and  fre- 
quently employed  scenes  from  nature  to 
illustrate  the  deep  spiritual  meaning  of 
His  message.  We  are  all  familiar  with 
that  parable  of  “the  four  kinds  of  soil.” 
Another  is  “The  laborers  in  the  vine- 
yard ;”  another  still,  “The  growth  of  the 
seed.”  These  are  but  a few  examples 
chosen  at  random  to  show  how  Jesus 
knew  and  loved  nature.  One  day  as  Jesus 
and  His  disciples  were  on  their  way 
northward  from  Judea  into  Galilee,  He 
said  unto  the  woman  of  Samaria  who  had 
come  to  Jacob’s  well  to  draw  water, 
“Whosoever  drinketh  of  this  water  shall 
thirst  again;  but  whosoever  drinketh  of 
the  water  that  I shall  give  him  shall 
never  thirst;  but  the  water  that  I shall 
give  him  shall  be  in  him  a well  of  water 
springing  up  into  everlasting  life.”  He 
used  the  simple  scene  of  the  well  to  teach 
a great  spiritual  truth.  At  her  request, 
He  gave  her  to  drink  of  this  living  water. 
At  the  conclusion  of  this  scene,  thinking 
of  the  universal  nature  of  His  mission 
and  of  the  ease  with  which  souls  may  be 
reached,  and  with  a longing  for  the  lost 
not  known  by  mortals.  He  said,  “Say  not 


* Preached  at  the  ordination  of  Rev.  Julius  A.  Ketrpf , 
Missionary  to  China , August  SI,  1901,. 
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ye,  there  are  yet  four  months  and  then 
eometh  harvest?  Behold,  I say  unto  you, 
Lift  up  your  eyes  and  look  on  the  fields, 
for  they  are  white  already  to  harvest. 
And  he  that  reapeth  receiveth  wages  and 
gathereth  fruit  unto  life  eternal,  that 
both  he  that  sowcth  and  he  that  reapeth 
may  rejoice  together.”  This  is  a message 
to  the  Church  from  her  Saviour  and 
King  for  all  time.  In  this  same  longing, 
passionate  surrender,  many  have  yielded 
themselves  in  the  fellowship  of  Christ’s 
sanctification.  How  noble  and  entire  is 
this  surrender  as  we  read  their  names 
from  the  days  of  the  Apostle  Paul,  the 
first  and  greatest  of  missionaries,  down 
through  Carey  and  Morrison  and  Living- 
stone and  Mackay  of  Uganda,  and  Paton, 
and  in  our  own  church  the  names  of 
Dodds,  Beatty,  and  Metheny? 

But  more  recently,  as  the  doors  have 
been  more  widely  opened,  there  has  come 
in  all  branches  of  the  Church  of  Christ  a 
lack  of  consecration,  and  the  fields  are  not 
properly  manned.  This  is  true  also  of 
our  own  Covenanted  Church.  We  need 
to  listen  again  as  in  these  words  to  the 
passion  of  Christ’s  heart,  “Behold,  the 
fields  are  white  to  the  harvest.”  Coupled 
with  this  we  should  listen  to  those  words 
of  authority  and  assurance,  “Go  ye  into 
all  the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  to 
every  creature.”  “Lo,  I am  with  you  al- 
way,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world.” 
First — The  fields  are  white  to  the 
harvest.  — Every  farmer  knows  just  ex- 
actly Avhat  Jesus  meant  when  He  said, 
“The  fields  are  white  to  the  harvest.” 
When  the  grain  reaches  a certain  ripeness 
it  may  be  gathered  with  less  loss  than  at 
any  other  time.  The  fields  arc  then  ripe 
to  the  harvest.  The  scientific  farmers  in 
the  great  farming  districts  all  know  this, 
and  the  harvesting  in  a certain  given  sec- 
tion reaches  the  same  point  at  the  same 
time,  In  the  fullness  of  the  times  Jesus 


came,  and  the  wise  husbandman  said, 
“The  fields  are  white  to  the  harvest.”  Not 
only  among  the  Jews,  but  also  among  the 
Gentiles,  as  the  conversion  of  this 
S unaritan  woman  indicated.  From 
Romans  x,  11-13,  we  learn  Paul’s  idea  of 
Christianity.  He  taught  that  Chris- 
tianity is  from  its  very  nature  adapted  to 
be  a universal  religion.  There  is  nothing, 
as  was  the  case  with  Judaism,  which 
binds  it  to  a particular  location  or  con- 
fines it  to  a particular  people.  All  its 
duties  may  be  performed  and  all  its  bless- 
ings enjoyed  in  every  part  of  the  world 
and  by  every  nation  under  heaven.  “Who- 
soever shall  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord 
shall  be  saved.” 

The  field  then  is  the  world.  This  is 
the  idea  commonly  held  by  the  Church  in 
our  time,  although  only  as  recently  as 
Carey’s  time  this  truth  was  vigorously 
opposed.  Christ,  the  King,  both  over  the 
Church  and  the  State,  has  led  us  all  for- 
ward to  this  world-wide  idea.  Together 
with  this.  He  has  opened  up  one  country 
after  another,  until  to-day  there  is  no 
country  where  Christ  is  not  preached  to 
some  extent.  The  - Macedonian  cry; 
“Come  over  and  help  us,”  is  coming  from 
all  parts  of  the  world.  There  is  no  longer 
a Chinese  wall  of  exclusion  erected  before 
the  millions  of  that  great  country.  Other 
places  have  been  delivered  out  of  the 
hands  of  Rome  that  Christianity  might 
flourish  undisturbed.  Think  of  the  mil- 
lions in  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  and  the 
Philippines.  No  matter  what  may  be  the 
outcome  of  the  war  between  Russia  and 
Japan,  these  great  countries  must  yield 
to  the  progress  of  Christianity  as  they 
have  not  done  before.  We  are  living  in 
grand  times.  Jesus  is  saying,  “I  am 
King;  I have  said  enter,  and  as  you  have 
responded,  the  way  is  opened.”  He  is  say- 
ing to  His  own  Church : “Behold,  I have 
set  before  you  an  open  door  which  no  power 
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on  earth  can  shut.”  In  this  sense,  never 
have  the  conditions  been  more  favorable 
than  just  now.  The  fields  are  white  to 
the  harvest. 

Second— The  laborers  are  few. 

At  another  time  later  on  in  His  minis- 
try, Jesus  looked  on  the  multitude  and 
“He  was  moved  with  compassion  on  them 
because  they  fainted  and  Avere  scattered 
abroad,  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd. 
Then  said  He  unto  His  disciples,  The 
harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but  the 
laborers  are  few.”  Jesus  again  Avas  think- 
ing of  the  spiritual  harvest  field.  If  in 
the  fields  of  nature  avc  see  this  condition, 
the  harvest  plenteous  and  the  laborers 
few,  in  like  manner  do  we  see  the  same 
condition  in  the  spiritual  harvest  field. 
The  fields  are  all  white  and  ready  and  yet 
the  scarcity  of  laborers  is  all  too  appar- 
ent. There  are  millions  and  mil- 
lions of  people  in  these  heathen  lands  who 
cannot  be  reached  by  the  missionaries 
noAv  in  the  field. 

We  are  thankful  for  our  mission  sta- 
tions and  for ' the  numbers  saved  in  all 
parts  of  the  world,  but,  after  all,  it 
amounts  to  very  little,  as  yet,  Avlien  the 
numbers  who  are  not  being  reached  are 
taken  into  account.  Hot  many  years  ago 
there  were  more  laborers  than  there  Avere 
open  doors.  But  to-day  the  conditions 
are  different — there  are  more  open  doors 
than  missionaries  to  enter.  There  is  more 
money  to  sustain  missionaries  to-day. 
There  is  hardly  a mission  board  in  any 
of  the  evangelical  churches  where  these 
arc  not  the  facts.  The  Baptist  Church, 
Avith  its  great  missionary  activity,  finds 
itself  crippled  very  much,  and  for  this 
very  reason.  Other  missionary  boards 
report  the  same  condition  of  affairs.  In 
our  own  Church  avc  have  an  open  door. 
The  harvest  is  plenteous  in  China  and 
Syria  and  Asia  Minor  and  Cyprus,  and 
how  foAV  the  number  of  responses  to  the 


call  of  our  board.  That  call  has  been 
long,  and  patient,  and  earnest,  and  yet 
the  laborers  are  too  feAV.  Jesus  has 
answered  our  prayers  and  has  given  us 
the  opportunity.  With  this  opportunity 
comes  the  awful  responsibility — shall  we 
not  respond  ? Surely  the  men  and  women 
of  the  CoA’enant  will  not  now  be  found 
wanting  in  faith  and  surrender.  Jesus 
says,  “The  harvest  is  indeed  plenteous,  but 
the  laborers  arc  feAV.”  Let  the  surrender 
of  Jesus  be  ours,  and  the  field  will  be 
occupied  in  His  fear  and  to  His  glory. 

Third -Much  splendid  grain  is  being 
lost. 

If  you  had  been  with  one  of  the  great 
farmers  of  the  West,  you  Avould  have 
found  him  entering  into  the  work  at  the 
nearest  field  and  reaping  and  gathering 
all  he  was  able  to  gather.  Usually  one 
field  is  about  as  good  as  another,  and 
Avhen  unable  to  lyap  a field,  the  question 
is  put,  “Why  did  you  leave  that  field?” 
and  the  ansAver  is,  “I  could  not  do  any 
more  than  I was  able,”  and  noAv  that  field 
of  splendid  grain  is  lost.  In  the  great 
spiritual  harvest  field  we  see  the  splendid 
grain  that  has  been  gathered,  and  Ave 
pause  to  admire.  Only  this  last  Avinter  I 
read  the  little  book,  “Princely  Men  in  the 
Heavenly  Kingdom,”  or  the  story  of  the 
late  persecution  in  China.  I read  the 
thrilling  account  given  by  Mr.  Beach  of 
the  surrender  of  the  faithful  missionaries 
avI i o had  gone  out  from  our  own  country. 
There  could  be  no  grander  message  of 
faithfulness  and  suffering  to  the  glory  of 
our  diArine  Saviour  and  Lord.  But  to  il- 
lustrate my  point,  let  me  say  that  the 
garnered  grain  in  that  field  was  indeed 
like  unto  the  reapers.  Think  of  those 
natives  who  had  been  called  so  recently 
out  of  darkness  into  the  marvelous  light 
of  God,  and  you  will  see  the  value  of  the 
harvest  that  Avas  taken.  They  endured 
everything  for  Christ’s  sake,  and  were 
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faithful  unto  the  end.  But  then  it  was 
only  a part  of  the  harvest;  much  as  good 
grain  is  being  lost.  Lives  just  as  good  as 
these  are  dying  without  God  and  without 
a Saviour.  Certainly  the  grain  in  the 
field  is  just  as  good  as  that  taken.  Look 
at  our  own  men,  saved  by  grace,  as  we  see 
them  coming  to  Christ  from  among  the 
Indians,  and  the  negroes,  and  from 
China  and  Syria  and  Asia  Minor  and 
Cyprus.  When  we  think  of  what  we  see, 
we  have  some  idea  of  the  value  of  the  loss 
as  lives  go  by  ungarnered.  Only  a very 
few  are  being  saved,  however.  Those  lost 
eternally  are  many  and' precious.  It  isn't 
any  wonder  that  Jesus  groaned  in  spirit. 
That  that  is  being  lost  of  necessity  is  just 
as  valuable  as  that  that  has  been  saved. 

Fourth  — The  husbandman  is  greatly 
concerned  over  the  loss. 

No  conscientious  farmer  is  indifferent 
to  the  loss  of  the  graii^  which  has  come 
because  of  his  inability  to  gather.  There 
is  something  about  it  that  compels  him  to 
feel  that  his  duty  to  God  and  humanity 
has  not  been  discharged  until  he  has  done 
his  best  to  gather  everything  of  value  on 
the  farm.  He  will  even  employ  men  at  a 
high  price  and  without  any  possibility  of 
pecuniary  gain  if  only  the  crops  he 
gathered.  If,  in  spite  of  this,  some  gi’ain 
is  lost,  the  husbandman  is  greatly  con- 
cerned over  the  loss. 

Now,  if  this  is  true  with  the  farmer  of 
real  character,  how  much  more  is  it  true 
of  Jesus,  who  is  the  great  Husbandman? 
We  see  Him  in  all  the  passion  of  His  life 
striving  to  save  the  lost.  It  was  this  that 
led  Him  to  come  into  this  world  and 
suffer  and  die,  that  life  and  immortality 
might  be  brought  to  light  in  the  gospel. 
He  established  His  Church  and  commis- 
sioned His  servants  and  poured  out  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  this  same  longing  desire. 
There  is  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner 
that  repenteth,  and  as  the  numbers  are 


increased,  the  joy  is  correspondingly 
increased. 

The  harvest  that  is  being  taken  is  in- 
deed precious.  But  relatively  it  is  but  a 
very  small  part,  and  the  Husbandman  is 
greatly  concerned  over  the  loss.  Jesus 
seems  to  convey  this  idea  when  He  says, 
“The  harvest  is  indeed  plenteous,  but  the 
laborers  are  few.”  This  is  the  passion  of 
His  life.  No  one  so  valued  an  individual 
soul  as  did  Jesus.  He  gave  His  life  in 
order  that  it  might  be  saved.  No  one  can 
understand  what  this  loss  is  to  Him,  as 
year  after  year  these  multitudes  are  dying 
without  God  and  without  salvation.  That 
heart  is  not  pleased  with  the  death  of  the 
unconverted,  but  is  desirous  that  all  men 
everywhere  shall  he  saved.  Many  who  are 
full  of  zeal  in  the  work  of  missions  have 
come  into  this  real  sense  of  the  loss  of 
immortal  souls,  and  are  giving  their  lives 
and  talents,  and  means,  and  their  all  to 
this  work.  Human  life  is  valuable,  and 
all  care  is  taken  for  its  safety,  and  in 
hours  of  imminent  danger  every  sacrifice 
is  made  for  its  security.  In  like  manner 
they  feci  that  immortal  souls  are  being 
lost  eternally,  and  are  striving  to  save 
them  at  any  and  even'  cost.  The  passion 
of  the  Husbandman,  even  Jesus,  has  be- 
come theirs.  It  is  a splendid  fellowship. 
The  sense  of  the  loss  is  felt  by  all. 

Fifth— The  reward  of  the  laborers. 

1 do  not  now  speak  merely  or  essen- 
tially of  financial  remuneration  for  the 
laborers.  I may  say,  however,  that  these 
noble,  consecrated  men  and  women  who 
at  such  a great  sacrifice  go  from  among 
us  to  the  foreign  field  ought  to  be  liber- 
ally and  cheerfully  supported  by  the 
home  Church.  They  are  the  King’s  ser- 
vants, and  are  His  ambassadors  among 
the  heathen.  They  should  be  sent  free  of 
all  financial  concern,  and  with  money 
enough  to  commend,  in  their  living,  the 
Christ  whom  they  serve.  The  laborer  is 
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worthy  of  his  hire  in  the  foreign  field  just 
as  truly  as  in  the  home  field. 

But  there  is  a deeper  meaning  to 
Christ’s  words  when  He  says,  “He  that 
reapeth  receiveth  wages.”  Only  the  per- 
son who  has  been  instrumental,  under 
God,  in  winning  a soul  from  sin,  can 
rightly  understand  what  Jesus  means 
when  He  says  that,  in  the  present,  “he 
receiveth  wages.”  Jesus  knew  the  nature 
of  that  reward,  and  many  at  home  and 
abroad  are  realizing  this  even  as  He. 
Listen  to  the  enthusiastic  reports  of  the 
consecrated  men  and  women  who  have 
come  into  these  rewards.  Is  there  any- 
thing in  this  life  to  compare  with  what 
they  now  know  and  enjoy?  It  is  the  same 
joy,  only  less  in  degree,  as  that  which  is 
experienced  by  God  over  these  saved  souls. 
That  man  who,  bearing  precious  seed, 
In  going  forth  doth  mourn, 

He  doubtless,  bringing  in  his  sheaves, 
Rejoicing  shall  return. 

But  more,  “He  gathereth  fruit  unto 
life  eternal.”  The  great  reward  is 
eternal  salvation  and  special  honors  and 
powers  in  the  world  to  come.  James  v, 
20,  reads : “Let  him  know  that  he  which 
converteth  the  sinner  from  the  error  of 
his  way  shall  save  his  soul  from  death 
and  shall  hide  a multitude  of  sins.” 
Daniel  says : “They  that  turn  many  to 

righteousness  shall  shine  as  the  stars  for- 
ever and  ever.”  I conceive  that  such  per- 
sons will  have  greater  honor  beyond  many 
even  of  whom  we  speak.  The  estimation 
of  God  will  differ  from  the  estimation  of 
men.  A great  reward  is  provided  for  all 
such.  “And  He  said  unto  them.  Verily 
I say  unto  you,  there  is  no  man  that  hath 
left  house,  and  parents,  and  brethren,  or 
wife,  or  children,  for  the  Kingdom  of 
God’s  sake,  who  shall  not  receive  mani- 
fold more  in  this  present  time  and  in  the 
world  to  come  life  everlasting.” 

We  may  all  be  laborers  together  and 


with  God  in  this  great  movement,  “that 
both  he  that  soweth  and  he  that  reapeth 
may  rejoice  together.”  If  we  have  the 
passion  of  Jesus  for  souls,  whether  lo- 
cated in  the  home  or  foreign  field,  we 
shall  give,  and  speak,  and  endure,  in 
order  that  the  spiritual  harvest  field  may 
be  properly  manned. 

Conclusion — Jesus,  still  thinking  of 
the  spiritual  harvest  field,  says,  “Pray  ye 
therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that 
He  will  send  forth  laborers  into  His 
harvest.”  We  are  to  ask  for  laborers  in 
believing  prayer.  Our  young  Brother 
McCarroll,  of  Cyprus,  separated  unto  the 
work  in  that  great  Mission  field,  asked 
Synod  to  appoint  a special  day  of  prayer 
for  Foreign  Missions.  In  this  he  came 
into  sympathy  with  the  heart  of  Jesus 
Himself.  In  compliance  with  this,  Synod 
appointed  the  Sabbaths  preceding  the 
days  for  the  collections  for  the  Syrian 
Mission  and  the  Mission  in  China,  as  days 
of  special  prayer  upon  the  work  in  these 
respective  Missions.  We  should  all 
respond  to  this  suggestion.  More,  we 
should  pray  daily  and  hourly  that  our 
Missions  should  be  properly  manned.  I 
believe  if  we  as  a Church  asked  aright, 
the  Holy  Spirit  would  separate  unto  the 
work  this  year  all  the  men  and  women  we 
need.  “Pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest,  and  He  will  send  forth 
laborers  into  His  harvest.” 

I congratulate  you,  Mr.  Kempf,  on 
your  consecration  of  yourself  to  this  great 
work  of  Missions.  You,  by  this  act,  put 
yourself  into  the  company  of  some  of  the 
greatest  persons  who  have  ever  lived.  A 
cloud  of  witnesses  speak  across  the  cen- 
turies and  bid  you  go  forward  with  all 
courage.  I trust  you  may  enter  into  their 
joy  and  their  rewards.  Your  dedication 
of  yourself  brings  encouragement  to  us  all 
in  the  home  field.  May  your  example  be 
followed  by  many  others.  May  this  act 
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be  infectious,  until,  from  every  Cove- 
nanter community  we  shall  have  young 
men  and  women  personally  speaking  the 
good  news  of  salvation  in  our  Mission 


fields.  Your  cause  must  prevail.  There 
can  be  no  failure.  Ultimately  every  knee 
shall  bow  and  every  tongue  confess  the 
Christ  whom  you  preach. 


The  reason  God  is  so  great  an  enemy  of  avarice  is  because  there  is  no  other  vice 
which  hinders  the  spreading  of  the  gospel  more,  and  which  works  more  harm  to  the 
Christian.  And  yet  we  see  that  the  whole  world  is  drowned  in  it.  Everybody  is 
worrying  night  and  day  whether  he  will  be  provided  for  in  the  future.  Nobody  is 
satisfied  with  what  God  has  given  ,him.  If  the  Lord  has  given  to  one  a beautiful 
home,  he  soon  longs  for  a castle  If  he  succeeds  in  getting  a castle,  he  would  like  to 
own  a whole  town,  and  so  on.  No  one  is  content  with  his  station  in  life.  Pride  and 
avarice  are  the  root  of  it  all.  These  are  the  cause  of  all  the  parsimony  and  illiber- 
ality  among  people.  Our  blessed  Saviour  warns  us  against  these  sins  when  He  says 
to  us  in  His  Sermon  on  the  Mount  : “ No  man  can  serve  two  masters.  Either  he 

will  hate  the  one,  and  love  the  other,  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the  one  and  despise  the 
other.  Ye  cannot  serve  God  and  mammon.”  The  Lord  feared,  we  see  from  this,  lest 
mammon  should  hinder  us  in  our  devotion  to  His  service. — Martin  Lutlier. 


Walk  humbly  with  thy  God  ! The  possibility  of  companionship  with  the  Infinite 
presses  us  into  the  dust.  He  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted  ! Greatness 
consists  not  in  original  talents,  but  it  will  be  lound  wherever  our  Heavenly  Father  is 
permitted  to  control  and  operate  through  our  lives.  Bunyan  and  Luther  and  Lincoln 
would  have  remained  in  undiscovered  obscurity,  except  that  they  permitted  the  great 
God  to  build  His  mighty  thoughts  into  their  humble  lives.  The  measure  of  a man 
depends  on  how  much  of  God  he  permits  to  enter  into  his  life.  All  creation  is  full  of 
God  ; the  flower  has  more  of  God  than  the  stone,  the  bird  than  the  flower  ; but  man 
is  God’s  masterpiece.  The  masterpiece  in  marble  or  canvas  is  the  work  in  which 
the  artist  has  invested  most  of  himself.  God’s  investment  in  man  is  an  intima- 
tion of  the  possibilities  of  the  man  who  walks  humbly  with  his  God.  Mary  Lyon 
used  to  say  to  her  students  : “If  you  want  to  serve  your  generation,  go  where  no 

one  else  will  go,  and  do  what  no  one  else  will  do.”  It  is  the  God-purpose  which 
makes  chapters  of  history  ! It  is  the  God-thought  which  is  the  nucleus  of  individual 
glory  and  renown.  The  evolution  of  the  good  goes  steadily  forward.  If  any  man 
would  have  a part  in  the  great  process  of  the  world’s  redemption  he  must  be  good — 
and  this  he  will  come  to  if  he  strives  to  “ walk  humbly  with  his  God.” 

— C.  E.  Locke , D.  D. 

Personal  work  is  the  warp  and  woof  of  Christian  activity  ; therefore  this  important 
element  of  service  has  the  largest  place  in  the  extension  of  Christ’s  kingdom,  and 
every  disciple  of  Jesus  Christ  is  under  obligation  to  engage  in  it. 

It  does  not  necessarily  involve  the  conversion  of  the  person  approached,  but  the 
attempt  to  win  him,  which  is  the  ultimate  object  always  in  the  mind  of  the  worker. 
The  work  itself  consists  in  directing  the  attention  of  men  to  Christ  and  with  dis- 
cretion urging  them  to  accept  the  invitation  of  the  gospel  and  order  their  lives  by 
its  teaching. — S.  M.  Say  ford. 
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ABROAD. 


Latakia,  Syria.  — A private  letter 
from  Miss  Wylie,  dated  August  22,  sup- 
plies an  item  or  two : 

Mr.  Stewart  went  to  Ivessab  as  soon  as 
school  closed,  but  he  has  been  down  twice. 
I spend  my  time  getting  ready  stores  for 


“Lord,  where  two  are  met  in  Thy  name, 
Thou  hast  promised  to  be  the  third.”  I 
think  we  find  it  true. 

Mr.  Stewart  intends  to  spend  a week  in 
Gunaimia  and  visit  the  villages  round 
about  it. 


CALVIN  McCAKROLL,  M.  D. 


winter,  visiting  the  sick,  and  in  writing 
letters.  We  have  three  services  on  Sab- 
bath— Sabbath  school  and  church  after- 
ward and  prayer  meeting  in  the  after- 
noon. There  are  not  many  here;  but,  as 
an  old  man  said  in  his  prayer  yesterday, 


Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar,  of  Latakia,  and 
Miss  Meta  Cunningham,  of  Suadia,  ar- 
rived at  New  York,  Thursday,  September 
15,  for  a brief  holiday  with  their  many 
friends  in  America. 
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Mersina,  Asia  Minor. — On  Saturday, 
September  3,  Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  girls’  school  at 
Mersina,  and  Miss  Captaine,  a devoted 
native  teacher,  sailed  from  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  expecting  to  resume  work  at  Mersina 
early  in  October.  Miss  Sterrett  had  come 


Cyprus. — On  Tuesday,  September  6, 
1904,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Calvin  McCarroll  left 
New  York  for  Cyprus,  where  they  will  de- 
vote themselves  to  missionary  work  as  the 
messengers  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church.  As  these  young  missionaries 
have  not  been  out  among  the  congrega- 


MRS.  CALVIN  McCARROLL. 


to  this  country  in  June  with  Dr.  Balph, 
medical  missionary  at  Latakia,  Syria,  to 
assist  in  caring  for  Miss  Willia  Dodds, 
whose  return  home  was  rendered  neces- 
sary by  severe  illness.  The  doctor  and 
Mrs.  Balph  will  remain  in  America  dur- 
ing the  winter. 


tions  at  home,  the  friends  of  this  Mission 
will  be  especially  glad  to  have  these  half- 
tone portraits.  They  are  excellent  like- 
nesses. Look  into  the  faces  and  pray  that 
through  their  instrumentality  the  Word 
of  the  Lord  may  have  free  course  and 
be  glorified  on  this  historic  island  in  the 
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Mediterranean  Sea.  The  letter  from  Rev. 
Walter  McCarroll,  published  in  Septem- 
ber Olive  Trees,  indicates  violent  oppo- 
sition to  the  preaching  of  a pure  gospel, 
and  consequently  the  laborers  need  the 
strength  and  courage  that  come  from  the 
indwelling  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


give  the  readers  of  Olive  Trees  a picture 
of  Rev.  Julius  A.  Kempf,  recently  ap- 
pointed missionary  to  China,  who  left 
home  Wednesday,  September  7,  1904,  for 
San  Francisco,  intending  to  sail  from 
that  port  on  Tuesday,  the  20th  of  the 
same  month,  with  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb  and 


REV.  JULIUS  A.  KEMPF. 


A business  letter  from  Rev.  Walter  Mc- 
Carroll, dated  September  1,  informs  us 
that  he  had  returned  that  morning  with 
his  wife  and  children  from  Kessab,  Syria. 

Tak  Hing,  China. — We  are  glad  to 


Miss  Torrence  on  their  return  to  Tak 
Hing.  This  young  minister  was  born  in 
Rochester,  X.  Y.,  and  when  a boy  about 
six  years  of  age  he  came  into  the  Sabbath 
school  connected  with  the  Congregation  of 
Second  New  York,  where  he  remained, 
excepting  a short  time  that  the  family 
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lived  in  Jersey,  until  the  night  that  his 
many  friends  met  in  the  building  that 
had  witnessed  his  acceptance  of  Christ, 
and  confession  of  His  name  and  ordina- 
tion to  His  service,  to  bid  him  good-by  on 
the  eve  of  his  departure  to  the  scene  of 
his  labors  as  a foreign  missionary.  Soon 
after  he  had  been  received  into  the  fellow- 
ship and  full  privileges  of  the  Church, 
fourteen  years  ago,  Julius  expressed  a 
strong  desire  to  devote  himself  to  the 
work  of  the  gospel  ministry.  When  this 
became  known  to  Mr.  Andrew  Alexander, 
in  whose  employment  he  was  at  the  time, 
and  to  whom  he  had  commended  himself 
by  diligence  and  fidelity,  that  eminent 


servant  of  Christ  determined  to  give  him 
whatever  assistance  might  be  necessary. 
During  his  college  and  seminary  course, 
the  one  thing  that  engaged  attention  was 
his  studies,  and  he  has  now  set  out  for 
China  with  the  equipment  that  comes 
from  early  piety,  coupled  with  ten  years’ 
training  under  efficient  teachers  and  a 
full  surrender  to  Christ.  His.  friends  in 
New  York  and  the  young  men  and  women, 
whose  acquaintance  he  formed  at  Geneva 
College  and  while  attending  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Allegheny,  Pa.,  will 
bear  him  on  their  hearts  in  earnest  and 
importunate  prayer. 


AT  HOMI 


Allegheny,  Pa. — Report  from  Central  Board  for  July 

Financial  Statement : 


On  hand 
July  1,  1904. 

Receipts. 

Expenditures. 

On  hand 
Aug.  1.  1904. 

Southern  Mission 

SI, 865. 58 

$100.55 

$139.39 

$1,826.74 

Indian  Mission 

588.41 

162.90 

83.33 

667.98 

Chinese  Home  Mission.. 

847  86 

1 1.40 

105.33 

753.93 

Jewish  Mission 

86.48 

58.15 

75.00 

69.63 

Sustentation  Fund 

119.05 

•7.50 

126.55 

Treasury 

Overdrawn 
Aug.  1,  1904. 

Domestic  Mission 

708.03 

49.40 

2,024.29 

1,266.86 

Financial  Statement  f»r  August. 

On  hand 
Aug.  1,  1904. 

Receipts. 

Expenditures. 

On  hand 
Sept.  1, 1904. 

Chinese  Home  Mission. 

S753.93 

$105,33 

$648.60 

Indian  Mission 

667.98 

$70.65 

178.38 

560.25 

Southern  Mission 

1,826.74 

172.28 

123.33 

1,875.69 

Jewish  Mission  

69.63 

45.64 

60.00 

55.27 

Sustentation  Fund.... 

126.55 

28.90 

— 

155.45 

Overdrawn 

Overdrawn 

Aug.  1,  1904. 

Sept.  1,  1904. 

Domestic  Mission 

1,266.86 

55.35 

— 

1,211.51 

Clerks  of  Presbvteries 

will  do  well  to 

The  number  of  scholars  enrolled  in  the 

remember  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the 

Chinese  Mission  during  the  month  of 

Board,  the  third  Wednesday  of  October, 

August  was 

16 ; average  attendance  at 

the  quarterly  dividend  will  be  declared.  prayer  meeting,  7 2-5;  on  Sabbatn,  8^. 
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Miss  Stewart  resigned  as  a teacher  in 
the  Selma  School,  circumstances  prevent- 
ing her  going  back.  The  Board  accepted 
the  resignation,  regretting,  however,  very 
much  that  it  was  necessary.  Miss  Stewart 
has  proved  a very  efficient  worker.  Miss 
Margaret  Martin  was  elected  a teacher  in 
the  school. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Graham,  of  Olathe 
Congregation,  were  elected  to  assist  in 
taking  care  of  the  boys  in  the  Indian  Mis- 
sion. As  Mr.  McMillan’s  health  will  not 
permit  of  his  return,  the  Board  reluct- 
antly accepted  his  resignation.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  a rest  will  result  in  entire  re- 
covery, and  that  he  may  be  able  before  a 
great  while  to  resume  the  work.  Mr.  Mc- 
Millan will  be  much  missed  in  the  Mis- 
sion. It  was  resolved  to  authorize  the  en- 
largement of  the  church  building;  the 
donor  of  the  Renwick  G.  Slater  Memorial 
Fund  is  willing  that  it  be  put  to  this  use. 
That  and  other  available  funds  will  be 
sufficient  to  pay  for  the  outlay  without  an 
appeal  to  the  Church.  The  attendance  of 
whites  and  Indians  at  the  Mission  Sab- 
bath service  continues  good.  Consider- 
able interest  is  manifested. 

J.  W.  Sproull. 

Boston,  Mass.  — The  First  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Congregation,  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  has  been  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
death  of  Mrs.  Jane  E.  Pitblado.  Her 
death  is  peculiarly  grievous  to  us,  from 
the  fact  that  for  thirty-five  years  she  has 
been  an  earnest  and  constant  and  liberal 
supporter  of  our  work.  Her  place  was 
always  occupied  during  the  preaching 
services,  and  her  sympathy  and  co-opera- 
tion was  always  real.  Mrs.  Pitblado  was 
“the  widow  of  Colin  Pitblado,  and  the 
second  daughter  of  the  late  Rev.  William 
Sommerville,  of  Nova  Scotia,  with  whom 
she  was  for  some  years  associated  in 
teaching.  While  only  a little  girl,  she 


studied  Hebrew  under  the  tuition  of  her 
father,  an  enthusiastic  student  of  that 
language.  This  early  mental  training, 
coupled  with  a bent  of  mind  naturally 
mathematical,  made  her,  while  engaged 
in  educational  work,  a very  successful 
teacher.” 

Mr.  Pitblado  lived  only  a short  time 
after  their  marriage,  passing  away  Janu- 
ary 4,  1868,  leaving  her  with  a little  child 
only  six  months  old.  About  a year  and 
a half  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
Mrs.  Pitblado  came  to  Boston,  where  she 
labored  among  the  outcasts  of  our  city, 
and  later  on  with  one  branch  of  our  city 
charities.  Mrs.  Pitblado  was  ever  going 
about  doing  good.  In  our  congregational 
work,  as  well  as  in  the  city  charities,  she 
was  a constant  worker.  She  was,  indeed, 
a true  follower  of  her  Saviour,  whom  she 
loved  and  served.  Her  work  for  foreign 
missions,  both  by  way  of  her  liberal  con- 
tributions and  her  influence,  was  indeed 
exceptional.  We  all  are  sorry  because 
Mrs.  Pitblado  is  no  more  with  us,  and  in 
many  homes  in  Boston  this  winter  her 
face  and  sympathy  will  be  greatly  missed. 
But  for  her  to  die  was  gain,  and  we  re- 
joice in  her  triumphant  victory  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Of  her,  Christ’s  words  are  pecu- 
liarly appropriate : “Inasmuch  as  ye  have 
done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these  my 
brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  Me.” 
“Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant, 
* * * enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  our 
L*rd.” 

Samuel  McNaugher. 

Morning  Sun,  la.  — Annual  report  of 
Ladies’  Missionary  and  Aid  Society: 
July  28,  1904,  closes  another  year  of  our 
society.  Although  God  has  graciously 
spared  and  blessed  us  in  many  ways,  yet 
we  have  felt  and  recognized  His  hand  in 
chastisement,  in  that  death  has  entered 
our  circle  and  claimed  a much  loved  and 
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honored  member — Mrs.  T.  R.  Willson; 
yet  we  feel  that  this,  too,  is  in  love.  We 
have  held  twelve  regular  and  called 
meetings  during  the  year,  with  an  average 
attendance  of  nineteen  members.  Our 
enrollment  this  year  is  forty-four.  One 
new  name  has  been  added  to  the  roll. 
During  the  year  a barrel  of  fruit  was  sent 
to  the  Indian  Mission,  and  a box  of  cloth- 
ing and  other  articles  were  sent  to  the 


Southern  Mission ; also  a number  of 
Bibles  and  Testaments  were  sent  to  the 
Southern  Mission.  Our  literary  commit- 
tee reported  to  have  distributed  at  home 
and  abroad  2,188  papers,  27  cards  and  19 
magazines.  Mrs.  J.  W.  Cavan  reports 
having  received  twenty-five  subscriptions 
for  Olive  Trees.  We  have  heard  read 
from  time  to  time  many  encouraging  let- 
ters from  different  workers  in  the  fields. 
We  have  also  had  with  us  a number  of 
visitors  who  spoke  words  of  encourage- 
ment. Through  the  efforts  of  our  most 
efficient  managers  the  celebration  of  the 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  our  society 
was  arranged  for,  and  most  successfully 
carried  out  at  the  home  of  our  pastor  and 
wife  on  the  evening  of  July  1,  1904.  We 
go  forth  the  coming  year  with  the  prayer 
in  our  hearts, 

“Lord,  unto  us  be  merciful. 

Do  Thou  us  also  bless, 

And  graciously  cause  shine  on  us 

The  brightness  of  Thy  face.” 
f*  Mrs.  Tiios.  Huston, 


1 

Secretary. 

treasurer's  report. 
Receipts. 

Balance  

. . $6.20 

Membership  dues  

. . 99.15 

Donations  

. . 13.40 

Subscriptions  

. . 45.35 

Anniversary  Thank  Offering . . 

. . 9.10 

- 

$173.20 

Disbursements. 


Chicago  church  building $14.00 

Chinese  Mission  45.95 

Southern  Mission  11.99 

Indian  Mission  40.82 

Syrian  Mission  44.60 

Home  Work  15.84 


$173.20 

Value  of  fruit  sent  to  Indian 

Mission  20.82 

Value  of  box  sent  to  Southern 

Mission  25.82 


$219.84 

Mrs.  R.  W.  McElhinney, 

Treasurer. 

Olathe,  Kan.  — Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Bell,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  died  at  her  home  in 
Olathe,  Kansas,  in  the  early  hours  of  the 
morning  of  May  16,  1904.  She  was  the 
second  daughter  of  Robert  and  Jane  Gal- 
braith, and  was  born  November  26,  1842, 
in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  being  at  the 
time  of  her  death  in  her  sixty-second 
year.  Having  been  reared  in  a home  emi- 
nent for  its  godliness,  she  confessed  her 
faith  in  her  Saviour  early  in  life,  and 
united  with  the  R.  P.  Church  at  New 
Concord,  Ohio.  She  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Dr.  Jas.  Bell  in  the  holiday 
season  of  1864,  and  removed  with  him  to 
Olathe,  Kansas,  in  1869.  Her  husband 
preceded  her  to  the  heavenly  home  in 
1893.  Five  children  were  born  to  them, 
but  they  were  called  to  part  with  two,  and 
two  others  residing  at  a distance,  only 
the  younger  daughter  Lena  was  permitted 
to  minister  to  her  mother  in  her  last  ill- 
ness, which  was  of  very  short  duration. 
Although  in  poor  health  for  some  months, 
she  was  at  church  the  Thursday  preceding 
her  death,  which  occurred  on  Monday. 
She  contracted  a severe  cold  which  ter- 
minated in  pneumonia.  Although  her 
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call  was  unexpected,  she  was  not  found 
sleeping.  Having  ministered  to  much 
sickness  and  suffering  in  her  own  home, 
her  heart  went  out  to  those  who  suffered 
or  were  bereaved,  and  her  unselfish  life 
manifested  the  love  of  the  Master  whom 
she  served.  Her  death  followed  that  of 
her  brother,  Mr.  Samuel  Galbraith,  very 
closely,  only  four  weeks  intervening. 
Thus  the  circle  of  ten  brothers  and  sis- 
ters, unbroken  for  so  many  years,  has  nar- 
rowed to  a circle  of  eight  in  less  than  one 
month.  Her  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  the 
beautiful  cemetery  at  Olathe  beside  her 
husband  and  little  Walter.  Those  who 
know  how  submissively  she  bowed  to  the 
will  of  her  Heavenly  Father  in  all  things, 
rejoice  with  her  in  the  hope  of  a life  be- 
yond, “where  there  shall  be  no  more 
death,  neither  sorrow  nor  crying;  neither 
shall  there  be  any  more  pain.”  Her  son 
Edward,  of  Arkansas,  reached  home  in 
time  for  the  funeral.  Mrs.  Maggie  Mc- 
Millan, of  Seattle,  her  daughter,  was  un- 
able to  be  present.  Com. 

Sharon,  la.  — The  nineteenth  annual 
convention  of  the  L.  M.  S.  of  the  Iowa 
Presbytery  met  at  Sharon  Church, 
August  17,  1904.  The  President,  Mrs. 
J.  E.  W.  Stevenson,  being  detained  at 
home  on  account  of  illness,  the  Vice- 
President,  Mrs.  Dr.  Black,  took  the  chair 
and  opened  the  convention  with  prayer. 

The  presence  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Mc- 
Feeters,  Licentiate  W.  W.  Wilson,  Miss 
Torrence,  and  Mrs.  Patton,  was  much  en- 
joyed, to  whom,  with  others,  the  courtesy 
of  the  convention  was  extended. 

Devotional  exercises  were  led  by  Mrs. 
J.  W.  Eeid,  of  Sharon.  Business  was  next 
in  order,  after  which  some  interesting  ex- 
ercises were  given  by  the  children  of 
Morning  Sun.  Convention  adjourned, 
and  all  repaired  to  the  yard,  where  a 
bountiful  picnic  dinner  was  served. 


The  afternoon  session  opened  with  de- 
votional exercises  led  by  Mrs.  McFeeters, 
followed  by  an  address  by  our  president, 
urging  us  to  more  earnestness  and  devo- 
tion in  our  meetings.  An  interesting 
recitation  was  then  given  by  Miss  Lela 
McElhinney,  and  a song  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Burns. 

The  subject  of  “ Hinder ances  to  Mis- 
sionary Work”  was  discussed  under  three 
topics : 

1.  Lack  of  Practical  Christianity,  by 
Mrs.  W.  K.  Cannon,  Wyman. 

2.  Lack  of  Faith  of  Ultimate  Success. 
The  delegate  to  whom  this  was  assigned 
not  being  present,  Dr.  McFeeters  kindly 
consented  to  speak  on  the  subject,  pre- 
senting many  helpful  thoughts,  showing 
the  duty  of  more  faith  in  the  promises  of 
God,  and  in  our  great  Captain,  Christ 
Jesus. 

3.  Lack  of  Fervent  Prayer  was  spoken 
on  by  Mrs.  Kilpatrick,  Morning  Sun. 
Next  was  an  interesting  talk  by  Miss 
Mary  Wilson  on  Work  Among  the  In- 
dians. She  especially  emphasized  the 
work  done  by  the  children  there.  The 
many  Bible  truths  they  have  committed, 
together  with  questions  and  Psalms,  show 
that  they  and  also  their  instructors  have 
been  very  diligent.  Each  Monday  morn- 
ing a reproduction  of  the  sermon  on  Sab- 
bath is  given  by  the  children.  A'  paper 
was  read  by  Mrs.  Wallace,  Hopkinton,  on 
the  Mission  in  Cyprus.  It  was  largely 
historical,  and  very  instructive. 

The  convention  decided  to  send  their 
thank  offering  next  year  to  the  Cyprus 
Mission.  The  thank  offering  this  year, 
amounting  to  $174.40,  was  sent  to  the  In- 
dian Mission. 

The  total  number  of  members  enrolled 
in  Presbyterial,  132;  total  finances  this 
year,  $825.93;  average  per  member, 
$16.19. 

Eesolutions  were  passed  by  the  conven- 
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tion  extending  sympathy  to  the  congre- 
gation of  Sharon  in  the  loss  which  they 
have  sustained  in  the  death  of  their 
pastor.  Also  to  Miss  Torrence  in  the 
death  of  her  sister,  Mrs.  A.  I.  Robb.  A 
minute  was  passed  expressive  of  regret 
of  the  removal  of  Mrs.  0.  M.  Robb  from 
our  Presbyterial,  and  commending  her  to 
the  society  to  which  she  is  going,  and  to 
the  care  of  the  Heavenly  Father  wliere- 
ever  her  lot  may  be  cast. 

Officers  elected  for  ensuing  year : 
President,  Mrs.  J.  R.  Cannon,  Wyman; 
Vice-President,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Hensleigh, 
Morning  Sun;  Recording  Secretary,  Mrs. 
U.  M.  Wallace,  Hopkinton;  Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  Miss  Margaret  Joseph, 
Hopkinton  ; Treasurer,  Miss  Ester  Dill, 
Wyman.  Convention  adjourned  by  sing- 
ing Psalm  lxxii,  17-19. 

The  evening  session  convened  at  7 :30. 
After  devotional  exercises  and  a Bible 
reading  on  Christian  Giving,  the  children 
of  Sharon  gave  an  interesting  exercise, 
followed  by  an  entertaining  recitation  by 
Miss  Emma  Mahaffy,  of  Sharon. 

The  address  of  the  evening  was  given 
by  Miss  Jennie  B.  Torrence.  Her  heart 
is  evidently  in  the  work  in  China.  She 
spoke  of  how  the  women  have  to  work, 
and  how  they  have  been  made  to  think 
that  they  cannot  learn.  She  delivered  a 
message  sent  by  one  of  the  converts  there : 
“Tell  the  people  to  send  more  workers, 
for  the  people  in  China  are  dying  fast 
without  the  knowledge  of  Christ.” 

Convention  adjourned  to  meet  in  Hop- 
kinton next  year.  The  people  of  Sharon 
used  all  available  means  to  entertain  their 
guests,  and  deserve  much  credit  for  the 
preparation  made  and  the  welcome  given. 

Committee. 

Southfield,  Mich. — Resolutions  of 
the  L.  M.  Society  of  Southfield  Congrega- 


tion on  the  death  of  Mrs.  McCarroll 
Young : 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  our  Heavenly 
Father  in  His  all-wise  providence  to  re- 
move our  beloved  sister  from  our  midst 
by  sudden  death,  therefore, 

Besolved,  (1)  That  while  we  as  a so- 
ciety feel  the  loss  occasioned  by  her  death, 
we  recpgnize  the  hand  of  Him  who  doeth 
all  things  well,  and  bow  in  humble  sub- 
mission to  His  will. 

(2)  That  we  will  lovingly  cherish  her 
memory  and  honor  her  Christian  example. 

(3)  That  we  extend  to  her  sons  who 
mourn  the  loss  of  a loving  mother,  our 
heartfelt  sympathy,  and  commend  them 
to  Him  who  is  able  to  comfort  all  who 
mourn. 

Mrs.  Patterson, 

Mrs.  Geo.  McKinney, 
Mrs.  M.  Henning, 

Committee. 

York,  N.  Y. — The  Women's  Mission- 
ary Society  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  of  York  offer  this  tribute  of  love 
and  respect  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.  Sarah 
Trimble,  who  departed  this  life  June  7, 
1904 : 

In  her  death  we  realize  that  we  have 
lost  an  earnest  member  of  our  Society, 
she  was  quiet  and  unassuming  in 
her  manner,  but  her  faithful  at- 
tendance on  public  worship  and 

meetings  for  Church  work,  her  liber- 
ality and  kind  deeds,  all  testified  to  the 
genuineness  of  her  Christian  character. 
Through  her  long,  trying  illness  she  man- 
ifested a spirit  of  submission  to  her 
Heavenly  Father,  and  bore  her  sufferings 
with  patience  and  fortitude. 

We  miss  her  presence,  but  knowing 
that  she  is  called  to  be  with  the  Saviour 
whom  she  served,  we  submit  to  His  will. 

Committee. 
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CHARGE  TO  JULIUS  A.  KEMPF. 

2 Timothy  iv,  5 : “Fulfill  thy  ministry.” 
(American  Revision.*) 

The  two  Epistles  of  Paul  to  Timothy 
treat  the  whole  subject  of  pastoral  the- 
ology. They  tell  us  what  a minister 
should  be  and  what  he  should  do.  Paul’s 
own  ministry  is  thrown  before  us  in  broad 
outline.  Its  inception,  its  message,  its 
struggle,  its  victory,  its  crown.  He  was 
called  of  God.  He  was  a herald  of  the 
gospel  of  salvation.  He  had  suffered 
hardship.  He  had  fought  a good  fight. 
The  crown  was  awaiting  him  in  heaven. 
He  was  a “good  minister.” 

Into  the  midst  of  this  broad  outline 
Paul  throws  another,  that  for  the  young 
Timothy.  The  programme  for  a success- 
ful ministry  is  laid  down.  Expression 
after  expression  is  piled  up  to  describe  it, 
until,  as  if  to  gather  up  into  one  word  all 
he  has  said  or  can  say,  he  adds  this  last 
exhortation,  “Fulfill  thy  ministry.” 
We  take  these  pregnant  words  and  ad- 
dress them  to  you.  “Fulfill  thy  ministry.” 
The  word  translated  “fulfill”  comes  from 
two  words  meaning  “to  make  full”  and 
“to  carry.”  Hence  to  fulfill  your  ministry 
means  to  fill  it  full  and  carry  it  ever  full. 
Allow  me  to  suggest  a few  things  that  ap- 
pear essential  to  attain  to  a filled 
ministry : 

I.— First  in  order  is  a true  regard  for, 
and  high  appreciation  of,  this  ministry. 

The  word  for  “ministry,”  as  used  by 
Paul,  shows  the  highness  of  the  calling.  It 
is  translated  variously — “service,”  “min- 
istration,” and  “ministry.”  In  its 
simplest  meaning,  it  is  a work  of  those 
who,  by  the  command  of  God,  proclaim 

* All  the  Sctiplur-  quotations  in  this  address  are  taken 
from  the  American  Revision. 


and  promote  religion  among  men.  Again, 
this  is  a work  in  which  angels  are  en- 
gaged. Of  them  it  is  said  that  they  are 
“all  sent  forth  to  the  ministry  (to  do 
service)  for  the  sake  of  them  that  shall 
inherit  salvation.”  (Heb.  i,  14.)  But 
higher  still  is  the  term  used  to  describe 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  “How  shall 
not  rather  the  ministry  (ministration)  of 
the  Spirit  be  with  glory”  (2  Cor.  iii,  8). 

Yours  is  a work  in  common  with  the 
best  of  men,  who,  by  the  command  of 
God,  herald  the  gospel.  It  is  a work  also 
in  common  with  angels  and  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  for  the  sake  of  them  that 
shall  inherit  salvation.  To  share  in  such 
a noble  work  with  such  workers — human, 
angelic,  and  divine — how  grand,  how  up- 
lifting, what  an  honor ! 

How  did  Paul  regard  this  high  privi- 
lege ? Listen  to  his  words : “I  thank 
Him  that  enabled  me,  even  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord,  for  that  He  counted  me  faithful, 
appointing  me  to  the  ministry”  (his 
service).  (1  Tim.  i,  12.)  Remember, 
therefore,  in  entering  upon  your  ministry 
that  yours  is  the  highest  vocation  and  the 
noblest  work  to  which  God  can  call  a 
man.  Place  it  high  in  your  esteem. 

II.— A second  essential  is  a strong  con- 
viction that  your  message  is  true  and  that 
it  is  vital  to  the  salvation  of  souls. 

What  is  this  message?  “Faithful  is 
the  saying  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation, 
that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to 
save  sinners.”  What  are  the  great  facts 
of  this  message?  Jesus  Christ  “mani- 
fested in  the  flesh,  justified  in  the  spirit, 
preached  among  the  nations,  believed  on 
in  the  world,  received  up  into  glory.”  (1 
Tim.,  iii,  16.)  What  should  be  the  atti- 
tude of  the  preacher’s  mind  toward  this 
message?  “Hold  the  pattern  of  sound 
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words.”  Again,  “That  good  thing  which 
was  committed  nnto  thee,  guard.”  Once 
more,  “Abide  thou  in  the  things  which 
thou  hast  been  assured  of.”  “Hold,” 
“guard,”  “abide  in,”  express  conviction. 
A true  minister  is  a man  with  a positive 
message — a man  with  conviction  of  the 
truth  of  that  message.  The  great  funda- 
mental truths  of  redemption — Christ  of 
the  virgin  birth,  Christ  of  the  virtuous 
life,  Christ  of  the  vicarious  death,  Christ 
of  the  victorious  resurrection  and  ascen- 
sion— though  they  constitute  the  great 
mystery  of  godliness,  you  should  embrace 
in  faith  with  all  the  strength  of  your 
being. 

This  gospel  message  with  which  you  are 
entrusted  as  an  ambassador  of  Christ,  is 
not  only  to  be  believed  in  as  true,  but  also 
as  vitally  necessary  for  the  salvation  of 
souls.  By  it  men  can  be  saved,  for  it  is 
the  power  of  God  unto  salvation.  With- 
out it  men  perish,  and  are  perishing. 
With  it  proclaimed,  men  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  salvation;  without  it,  men  know 
not  of  the  love  of  their  Heavenly  Father, 
nor  of  their  Friend  who  died  for  them, 
but  are  dying,  dying,  dying,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  die  unsaved  until  this  good  news 
you  have  is  brought  to  them. 

III.— A willingness  to  meet  the  high 
demands  of  ministerial  character  and 
activity  is  another  essential  to  a filled 
ministry. 

What  are  these  demands?  (1)  In- 
tegrity; of  character;  (2)  Enterprise  in 
equipment;  (3)  Earnestness  in  endeavor. 

What  of  integrity  of  character  ? “Keep 
thyself  pure.”  (1  Tim.  v,  22.)  “Flee 
youthful  lusts.”  (2  Tim.  ii,  22.)  “0 

man  of  God,  flee  these  things,  and  follow 
after  righteousness,  godliness,  faith,  love, 
patience,  meekness.”  (1  Tim.  vi,  11.) 
“Be  thou  an  ensample  to  them  that  be- 
lieve.” (1  Tim.  iv,  12.)  You  will  de- 
clare Christ  unto  men  not  only  by  what 


you  say,  but  also  by  what  you  are.  Your 
life  will  be  a message,  and  this  is  the  first 
message  that  will  be  effective  in  gaining 
the  hearts  of  your  hearers  in  China.  Long 
before  they  hear  what  you  have  to  say, 
they  will  listen  for  the  notes  of  the  mes- 
sage from  your  life,  and  when  you  come 
to  speak  to  them  by  and  by  in  their  own 
tongue,  what  you  are  will  reinforce  what 
you  say.  “Be  thou  an  ensample.”  That 
means  the  outshining  of  the  whole  circle 
of  Christian  graces.  That  means,  “It  is 
no  longer  I that  live,  but  Christ  liveth  in 
me.” 

What  of  enterprise  in  equipment  ? 
“Neglect  not  the  gift  that  is  in  thee.”  (1 
Tim.  iv,  14.)  “Stir  up  the  gift  of  God 
which  is  in  thee.”  (2  Tim.  i,  6.)  “Be 
•diligent  in  these  things,  give  thyself 
wholly  to  them.”  (1  Tim.  iv,  15.) 
These  three  emphasize  diligence  and 
faithful  effort  in  preparation  for  work 
while  that  work  is  being  prosecuted.  We 
cannot  enter  into  the  wealth  of  meaning 
these  expressions  contain ; but  let  us 
notice  the  second,  “Stir  up.”  This  means 
to  stir  into  a flame,  to  rekindle.  The  fire 
dies  out,  rekindle  it;  the  coals  grow  cold, 
fan  them  into  a flame.  Activity  and  dili- 
gence are  required.  Gifts  and  talents  are 
yours : exercise  them,  and  so  strengthen 
and  improve  them.  Let  the  talents  double 
themselves.  The  injunction  is,  Be  on  fire 
and  you  will  set  things  on  fire.  Be  full 
of  zeal — boiling  hot.  Pentecostal  power 
came  through  fire. 

The  man  of  God  should  ever  be  putting 
fuel  to  the  fire.  But  what  is  the  fuel? 
Here  is  the  answer:  “Give  heed  to  read- 
ing the  sacred  writings  which  are  able  to 
make  thee  wise  unto  salvation.  That  the 
man  of  God  may  be  complete,  furnished 
completely  unto  every  good  work.”  Here 
is  fuel  for  the  fire  kindled  in  the  soul. 
This  fire,  like  that  sacred  flame  in  taber- 
nacle and  temple  of  old,  should  never  be 
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allowed  to  go  out.  “Reading,”  says 
Bacon,  “maketh  a full  man.”  Read  the 
best  books  in  poetry,  in  history,  in  science, 
in  philosophy,  and  only  the  best.  But 
above  aU  else,  give  thyself  to  the  reading 
of  the  sacred  writings.  Know  your  Eng- 
lish Bible  as  you  know  no  other  book. 
Master  the  book  itself,  rather  than  books 
about  it.  Go  to  first  sources.  You  are 
gifted  by  intellectual  training  with  a 
knowledge  of  the  original  tongues  of 
these  sacred  writings.  Consult  them 
also,  regularly  and  faithfully;  dig  into 
them,  and  new  and  fresh  things  will  be 
discovering  themselves  to  you  continually. 
“Stir  up  the  gift,”  keep  the  fire  burning, 
for  therein  lies  ministerial  power.  By 
this  you  can  be  equipped,  furnished  com- 
pletely unto  every  good  work. 

As  for  earnestness  of  endeavor,  “preach 
the  Word,”  “be  urgent  in  season,  out  of 
season.”  Preaching  is  your  mission. 
Joseph  Parker,  the  great  London  divine, 
was  once  asked  what  his  business  was ; he 
replied,  “Preaching.”  He  was  also  asked 
what  his  pastime  was ; he  replied, 
“Preaching.”  Preaching,  heralding  the 
good  news,  is  both  your  business  and  your 
pastime.  Preach  the  “Word.”  Not  lit- 
erature, not  ethics,  not  sociology,  all  of 
which  seem  to  have  too  large  a place  in 
the  preaching  of  our  day.  Your  message 
is  Christ,  and  a Christ  that  redeems  and 
saves.  The  new  theology  that  advances 
beyond  the  cross  advances  over  a precipice. 
Your  opportunity  is  all  the  time — “in 
season,  out  of  season.”  Your  chief  an- 
tagonist will  be  the  evil  heart  of  unbelief. 
China  has  no  corner  upon  that.  We  meet 
it  everywhere.  Therefore  deal  with  it 
courageously,  wielding  the  sword  of  the 
Spirit.  Suffering  and  hardship  may  lie 
in  your  way;  meet  them  heroically. 

IV.— Keep  in  constant  connection  with 
the  sources  of  power. 

Be  much  in  prayer.  Live  in  the  atmos- 


phere of  the  holy.  Word.  Another  source 
of  helpfulness  is  Jesus  Christ  Himself. 
“Remember  Jesus  Christ.”  What  fact 
concerning  Him  is  a source  of  power? 
Listen  to  the  rest  of  the  quotation,  “risen 
from  the  dead.”  You  will  often  think  of 
Christ  as  teacher,  worker,  sufferer,  but 
when  you  want  power,  think  of  Him  as 
t ictor.  Think  of  Him  as  the  exalted  Lord 
clothed  with  all  power  and  vested  with  all 
authority.  Never  forget  you  serve  the 
risen  King.  In  weakness  He  can  grant 
you  power;  in  lack  of  knowledge  He  can 
bestow  wisdom ; in  darkness  He  can  make 
the  light  to  shine.  Trust  Him,  believe  in 
Him.  He  will  be  your  shield,  your  glory, 
and  the  lifter  up  of  your  head.  He  will 
compass  you  about  with  favor;  He  will 
lift  upon  you  the  light  of  His  counte- 
nance. You  go  out  to  fight  the  Lord’s 
battles — He  will  fight  with  you.  You  go 
forth  to  do  His  work — He  will  work  with 
you.  Moreover,  He  will  strengthen  you 
“by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  which 
dwelleth  in  us.” 

Out  of  this  filled  ministry  will  spring  a 
J°3'  the  joy  of  seeing  souls  quickened 
into  life.  That  joy  no  man  can  take  from 
you.  We  trust  that  many  souls  will  re- 
joice because  of  you.  That  many  a new 
song  will  be  sung  in  heaven  as  one  by  one 
the  ransomed  in  China  shall  come  into 
the  Kingdom  through  you  and  all  who 
labor  there.  Yours  is  the  grand  mission 
to  help  hasten  on  that  glorious  consum- 
mation when  all  shall  know  Him,  and 
when  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  shall 
have  become  the  Kingdoms  of  our  Lord 
and  of  His  Christ.  Therefore  “take  heed 
to  the  ministry  which  thou  hast  received 
in  the  Lord  that  thou  fulfill  it.”  Begin 
it,  continue  it,  and  end  it  with  fullness; 
with  fullness  of  understanding,  and  with 
fullness  of  hope,  and  with  fullness  of 
faith,  so  that  it  may  issue  in  fullness  of 
grace,  and  fullness  of  joy,  and  fullness  of 
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glory.  Go  forth,  “fulfill  thy  ministry.” 
Our  hopes,  our  hearts,  our  gifts,  our 
prayers,  are  all  with  thee,  are  all  with 
thee.  “The  Lord  be  with  thy  spirit.” 

I.  A.  Blackwood. 

A NOBLE  WOMAN  AT  BEST. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  Monday,  Sep- 
tember 5,  1904,  there  flashed  along  the 
wires  from  Maceo,  China,  to  New  York 
the  startling  message,  “Dr.  George 
asleep.”  Only  three  years  ago  she  had 


MISS  J.  MAUDE  GEORGE,  M.  D. 


left  her  father’s  home  at  the  call  of  the 
King,  that  under  His  leadership  she 
might  enter  upon  untried  scenes  in  the 
regions  beyond  as  medical  evangelist. 
Fully  surrendered  and  governed  by 
loyalty  to  her  sovereign  Lord,  even  the 
tender  associations  of  a beautiful  home 
and  the  tears  of  beloved  friends  were 
powerless  to  overcome  a passion  to  do 
His  will.  And  now,  having  in  that  brief 
period  rounded  out  the  purpose  of  God 
in  her  earthly  life,  she  has  fallen  asleep. 


Miss  J.  Maude  George  was  born  at  Can- 
field,  0.,  November  1,  1871,  and  when 
only  eleven  years  of  age  professed  her 
faith  in  Christ,  and  was  received  into  the 
active  membership  of  the  congregation  at 
Beaver  Falls,  Pa.  That  was  not  the  be- 
ginning of  her  Christian  life,  but  it  was 
the  date  when  she  made  a personal  avowal 
of  her  determination  to  serve  the  Lord 
and  walk  in  His  ways.  As  the  pupils  of 
eminent  artists  are  proud  <}f  their 
teachers,  and  not  unfrequently  seek  re- 
nown by  associating  their  own  names  with 
that  of  the  master,  so  she  would  have  the 
whole  world  know  that  her  desire  was  to 
lie  identified  with  Christ,  not  only  in  the 
blessings  that  He  came  to  purchase,  but 
also  with  the  service  that  He  came  to  ren- 
der. The  story  of  her  life  is  only  one 
proof  out  of  many  that  early  piety  is  a 
determining  factor  in  character,  and  the 
measure  of  future  usefulness. 

Five  years  later  Miss  George  entered 
Geneva  College,  and  was  graduated  with 
honor  in  the  class  of  1891.  Of  this  period 
in  her  life  the  writer  knows  nothing.  But 
evidently  she  had  now  reached  a crucial 
hour  in  her  personal  history.  Looking 
out  into  the  future,  she  had  to  face  the 
cpiestion  of  her  life-work.  What  should 
it  be?  Was  there  any  special  service  to 
which  she  might  consecrate  her  redeemed 
womanhood?  One  day,  while  pondering 
this  question,  she  took  up  a missionary 
periodical  and  saw  there  an  appeal  for 
laborers  for  the  Foreign  Missions.  At 
once  it  flashed  into  her  mind  that  perhaps 
it  might  be  the  will  of  the  Lord  to  use  her 
in  that  way.  And,  although  a decision 
was  not  reached  immediately,  it  was  with 
this  purpose  in  view  that  she  entered 
upon  the  study  of  medicine  in  1896,  and 
after  a full  course  at  the  Woman’s  Medi- 
cal College  in  Philadelphia,  she  received 
her  diploma  in  1900.  That  year  she  was 
one  of  the  Assistant  Besidents,  and,  as  Dr. 
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Ella  B.  Everett,  Chief  Kesident  Physi- 
cian, wrote  at  the  time,  “Her  interest  in 
medicine,  as  well  as  in  her  })atients,  was 
constantly  manifested,  and  she  invariably 
won  her  way  among  those  entrusted  to 
her  care.” 

Her  determination  to  go  to  the  foreign 
field,  if  the  way  opened,  was  now  fully 
formed.  In  her  application  to  the  Board, 
she  said : “I  feel  a growing  desire  to  get 
to  the  work  soon,  knowing  that  the  time 
is  short.  I do  not  wish  to  express  any 
choice  of  field,  but  desire  to  leave  that  to 
the  wisdom  of  the  Board,  knowing  that 
they  will  seek  and  obtain  divine  guid- 
ance.” This  is  the  language  of  entire 
consecration,  and  is  fully  confirmed  by 
those  with  whom  she  was  most  intimately 
associated.  Hear  what  Dr.  J.  C.  Mc- 
Feeters,  whose  church  she  attended  much 
of  the  time  during  the  five  years  she  was 
pursuing  her  medical  studies  in  Philadel- 
phia, has  to  say:  “In  every  way  and  at 

all  times  she  has  shown  herself  to  be  so- 
cially, spiritually,  and  intellectually  a 
person  of  very  high  order.  Her  devotion 
to  the  Missions  of  our  Synod,  and  effi- 
ciency and  enterprise  in  Church  work, 
have  endeared  her  to  our  people.  I know 
of  no  one  whom  I could  more  cordially 
recommend  to  the  work  of  a missionary 
physician  in  any  field.  She  has  a char- 
acter here  and  wherever  she  is  known, 
concerning  which  letters  are  as  unneces- 
sary as  the  candle  to  the  sun.”  Equally 
decided  is  the  testimony  of  Dr.  J.  W. 
Coleman,  under  whose  pastoral  care  she 
was  for  about  eight  years:  “During  all 

that  time  she  has  been  an  effective  helper 
in  every  good  work.  She  has  in  particular 
been  a tireless  Mission  worker,  taking  and 
holding  classes  that  few  others  could 
manage,  and  all  the  time  holding  close  to 
gospel  truth  in  her  teaching.  In  the 
Young  People’s  Society  she  has  been  a 
power  for  good,  always  there,  always  tak- 


ing part,  and  always  serious  and 
spiritual  in  her  influence.  She  has  more 
of  the  fervor  of  devotion,  and  at  the  same 
time  the  possession  of  good  common 
sense,  than  any  young  woman  I know.” 
No  further  evidence  of  her  qualifications 
for  Christian  work  is  needed.  Like  the 
saintly  Bernard,  she  could  say,  “Lord,  I 
have  only  two  mites  to  offer  Thee — a body 
and  a soul,  and  I give  them  both  to 
Thee.” 

The  Foreign  Board  commissioned  her 
to  China  in  June,  1901,  and  in  Septem- 
ber of  that  year  she  went  to  the  field. 
Very  soon  after  reaching  Canton,  oppor- 
tunities were  presented  for  testing  her 
ability,  and  during  her  brief  missionary 
career  at  Tak  Hing,  she  showed  herself 
to  be,  as  Dr.  Everett  testified  she  was  at 
college,  “Temperamentally  cheerful  and 
bright,  even-tempered  and  patient,  and 
among  her  colleagues  a favorite.”  Every 
case  that  came  under  her  treatment  was 
made  the  subject  of  special  prayer.  She 
was  only  the  means  and  Christ  was  the 
healer.  She  was  only  the  tool  and  Christ 
the  wonder-worker.  That  explains  the 
success  that  attended  her  missionary 
efforts. 

Official  correspondence  with  Dr. 
George  since  her  appointment  has  only 
increased  the  writer’s  admiration  of  her 
character  and  devotedness.  Her  constant 
prayer  was  for  a revival  of  the  missionary 
spirit  in  the  home  churches.  And  she 
seemed  willing  to  make  any  personal  sac- 
rifice to  advance  the  cause  so  dear  to 
her  heart.  Soon  after  going  to  China, 
she  mailed  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  two 
rings  to  be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  Do- 
mestic Missions.  The  package  was  ac- 
companied with  a type-written  letter, 
signed  “A  Covenanter,”  in  which  she  said, 
in  reference  to  a statement  in  Olive 
Trees  that  the  funds  of  the  Central 
Board  were  overdrawn,  “I  am  sure  that  in 
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this  harvest  time  we  have  no  desire  and 
no  right  to  curtail  our  mission  work,  but 
• rather  to  expand  it.  It  is  our  personal 
expense  accounts  which  need  to  be  cur- 
tailed. My  earnest  prayer  for  guidance 
in  the  matter  has  led  me  to  offer  my 
rings.  They  are  valuable  to  me  chiefly  be- 
cause they  were  gifts  from  dearest 
friends;  but,  as  the  Lord’s  steward,  I feel 
that  I have  no  right  to  wear  His  gold  on 
my  fingers  while  His  work  is  left  undone 
for  the  want  of  it.”  When  he  wrote,  urg- 
ing her  to  allow  him  to  send  them  back 
for  the  sake  of  the  associations,  as  the 
sacrifice  was  not  necessary,  her  reply  was 
that  she  had  no  right  to  wear  them  while 
the  Lord’s  work  was  languishing  for  want 
of  money.  Her  estimated  value  of  the 
rings  was  then  forwarded  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Domestic  Missions,  and 
they  are  still  in  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
tary. This  instance  of  self-denial  recalls 
the  beautiful  device  on  Calvin’s  seal:  a 
human  hand  holding  in  its  open  palm  a 
human  heart,  and  reaching  it  forth  to 
present  it  as  an  offering  to  another.  It 
ought  to  come  to  the  churches  as  a special 
message  from  the  eternal  world.  Being 
dead,  that  consecrated  missionary  yet 
speaketh. 

Why  this  noble  woman  has  been  taken 
away  when  her  services  seemed  so  essen- 
tial to  the  success  of  the  Mission  at  Tak 
Hing  is  a mystery  that  only  the  Day  will 
reveal.  A private  letter  from  her  father, 
in  reply  to  one  announcing  her  removal, 
contains  a few  words  that  voice  the  faith 
of  every  true  Christian : “It  is  hardly 
possible  for  us  to  realize  that  it  is  all  over, 
and  that  we  shall  never  see  that  sweet 
face  on  earth  again.  But  we  had  wholly 
given  her  up  to  her  Saviour  and  ours,  and 
why  should  we  question  His  right  to  dis- 
pose of  her  life,  or  doubt  either  His  wis- 
dom or  His  love?”  Or  listen  to  her 
mother : “I  take  it  all  as  God’s  plan.  By 


trial  we  are  not  only  being  fitted  for  the 
heavenly  home,  but  also  for  the  work  re- 
quired of  us  on  earth.  * * * Our  dear 
Maude  left  many  prayers  for  the  revival 
of  the  work,  and  perhaps  the  giving  of  her 
life  was  necessary  to  bring  the  answer.” 
0 taste  and  see  that  the  Lord  is  good. 
Blessed  is  the  man  that  trusteth  in  Him. 

FROM  BULLETIN  OF  MISSION 
BUREAU  FOR  JULY. 

Japan. — The  Japanese  War  Depart- 
ment gave  permission  for  distribution  of 
Scriptures  among  the  soldiers  as  they  em- 
barked for  the  seat  of  war.  A special  thin 
little  paper-covered  edition  of  separate 
Gospels  was  prepared  and  given  to  the  sol- 
diers. To  each  officer  a bound  copy  of  the 
New  Testament  was  given. 

Mr.  Loomis,  the  energetic  agent  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  in  Japan,  says 
that  while  traveling  on  a steamer  where  a 
number  of  Japanese  were  inquiring  about 
Christianity,  he  propped  himself  against 
the  railing  “and  preached  a sermon  some 
twenty  miles  long.” 

# 

A Japanese  pastor  recently  visited  his 
brother,  whom  he  had  not  seen  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  and  who  was  a captain  in  the 
army.  The  pastor  with  some  inward 
trepidation  presented  his  brother  with  a 
New  Testament,  and  urged  him  to  study 
it.  The  captain  laughed,  and  going  to  a 
drawer  in  his  desk  he  took  out  a little 
book,  which  he  handed  to  his  evangelist 
brother.  It  was  a New  Testament,  well 
worn  with  reading!  Neither  knew  the 
other’s  views  on  religion. 

# 

The  Japanese  Government  has  insisted 
that  interpreters  hired  by  foreign  war  cor- 
respondents must  be  Christians.  It  wishes 
those  who  go  with  foreigners  to  the  seat 
of  war  to  be  men  who  will  not  soil  the 
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Japanese  name  by  dissolute  lives. 
Japanese  officials  know  the  high  moral  in- 
fluence of  the  teachings  of  Jesus  Christ. 
# 

Many  Japanese  soldiers  on  leaving  for 
the  war  wound  up  their  affairs,  expecting 
to  give  their  lives  for  their  country. 
Some  even  divorced  their  wives,  and  one 
man  killed  his  two  little  children,  having 
no  one  with  whom  to  leave  them.  This 
devotion  to  country  explains  something  of 
the  success  which  the  Japanese  have  won. 
But  what  a revelation  of  the  lack,  in  non- 
Christian  districts,  of  love  and  willing- 
ness to  help!  The  man  had  to  kill  his 
children  because  he  knew  none  who  would 
take  care  of  them ! 

In  Korea  a correspondent  of  the  Lon- 
don Daily  Mail,  following  the  Japanese 
army,  was  astonished  more  than  once  by 
seeing  villagers  come  smiling  forth  from 
their  hiding  places  to  ask  him,  “Are  you 
a Jesus  man?”  This  childish  belief  that 
safety  and  good  will  is  the  atmosphere 
surrounding  the  “Jesus  man”  is  a testi- 
mony to  the  character  of  the  Christians 
whom  the  Korean  villagers  have  known. 
Let  us  hope  that  no  war  correspondent 
has  shaken  it. 

Africa. — A Medical  Mission  of  the 

Swiss  Komande  Society  is  established  in 
Northern  Transvaal.  It  exists,  of  course, 
for  the  natives,  but  white  settlers  make 
use  of  its  benefits.  Luring  the  last  year 
it  not  only  paid  all  expenses,  including 
missionaries’  salary,  but  turned  in  $5,357 
to  the  Society’s  treasury. 

The  varied  demands  upon  the  mission- 
aries in  charge  are  perplexing.  Besides 
the  hospital  and  dispensary  work,  there 
are  religious  services  every  morning  and 
evening  and  on  Sabbath.  These  services 
are  held  in  Tonga,  English,  or  French, 
according  to  the  audience.  In  case  of 


sickness,  white  settlers  come  in  to  buy 
meat,  bread,  butter  and  eggs.  During  the 
last  year  the  medical  staff  had  to  butcher 
five  heef  cattle,  twenty-five  sheep,  and 
twelve  hogs  for  the  use  of  the  station. 
This  last  item  of  the  demands  to  which 
a missionary  has  to  respond  in  such  a 
countr}r  will  be  a revelation  to  many. 

# 

The  ministerial  force  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  Mission  in  Liberia  is  being 
steadily  recruited  from  the  native  Afri- 
cans. Two  young  men  of  the  Gredebo 
tribe  have  lately  been  ordained  deacons, 
after  faithful  service  as  lay-readers.  One 
sometimes  forgets  the  profound  meaning, 
as  regards  the  progress  of  the  Kingdom, 
latent  in  such  transfers  of  men  from  the 
forces  against  to  the  forces  working  for 
Christianity. 

Famine  four  years  ago  drove  Telugus 
from  India  to  seek  employment  in  Natal, 
South  Africa.  The  Telugu  Christians 
connected  with  the  American  Baptist  Mis- 
sion in  India  then  sent  a missionary  of 
their  own  to  labor  among  the  emigrants. 
The  result  is  that  the  first  Telugu  Baptist 
Church  of  Kearsney,  Natal,  has  recently 
been  organized.  The  faith  of  those  who 
stood  by  the  “lone  star”  Mission  in  its 
early  days  is  certainly  justified  through 
its  children’s  children. 

Lord  Cromer,  the  British  Commis- 
sioner in  Egypt,  in  a recent  journey  up 
the  Nile,  noticed  a great  contrast  between 
the  attitude  of  the  natives  in  British  ter- 
ritory and  that  of  those  seen  in  the  Congo 
Free  State.  In  the  first  case  the  people 
swarmed  the  banks,  full  of  good-will;  in 
the  other  they  fled,  full  of  terror.  The  ex- 
perience was  a curious  confirmation  of 
the  charges  of  brutality  against  Congo 
officials. 


238 


Monographs. 


The  British  Government  has  been  slow 
to  permit  anything  in  the  nature  of  Chris- 
tian Missions  in  the  Mohammedan  Sou- 
dan. It  fears  a stirring  of  fanati- 
cism. But  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  does  not 
ask  even  the  Christian  Governments  of 
the  world  where  His  Kingdom  shall  be 
established.  Christians  belonging  to  the 
U.  P.  Churches  in  Egypt  are  moving  into 
the  Soudan  for  business  reasons,  are  tak- 
ing their  Christianity  with  them,  and  are 
now  arranging  to  have  pastors  and 
preachers.  This  the  British  Government 
cannot  refuse.  So  the  gospel  is  to  be 
preached  in  the  Soudan. 

India.- — Straws  that  show  the  decay  of 
Hinduism:  (1)  In  the  district  of  Ivan- 

gra  (Punjab,  India),  at  the  greatest  cen- 
ter of  idolatry,  out  of  a total  of  360 
families  of  Brahman  priests,  but  forty 
families  are  left.  (2)  Numbers  of  Brah- 
mans arc  defying  the  curse  and  taking  up 
secular  callings  because  it  is  no  longer 
possible  for  them  to  gain  a living  as 
priests.  (3)  People  no  longer  respect  the 
Brahmans  as  of  old.  Education  produces 
this  result,  which  in  some  cases  is  the 
fruit  of  Bible  study.  Let  Missions  press 
on,  and  in  one  more  generation  the  tide 
will  set  Christward. 

FAITH  STANDING  THE  TEST. 

— The  following  statement  is  taken 
from  the  closing  address  of  Sir  J.  H. 
Kennaway,  M.P.,  President  of  the  English 
Church  Missionary  Society,  at  its  annual 
meeting  in  May  of  this  year.  It  is  well 
known  that  this  great  Society  has  always 
acted  on  the  principle  of  sending  out  all 
volunteers  who  seem  qualified  for  mis- 
sionary service,  believing  that  the  Lord 
will  not  fail  to  provide  means  for  the  sup- 
port of  all  who  are  moved  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  go  forth  as  His  representatives 
and  preach  the  gospel  in  the  regions  be- 


yond. The  same  faith  would  fill  the 
treasury  of  any  Church  and  crown  its 
missionary  efforts  with  similar  success. — 

A year  ago,  when  we  had  been  fondly 
hoping  that  income  and  expenditure 
would  balance,  we  were  confronted  with  a 
deficit  of  £35,000.  Our  hopes  were 
dashed,  and,  beyond  that,  there  seemed 
a prospect  of  a still  larger  deficiency  when 
the  year  should  have  elapsed.  In  the  eyes 
of  the  world  our  policy  was  mistaken,  our 
faith  presumption,  our  finance  unsound, 
our  advance  almost  criminal,  our  collapse 
certain.  But  what  was  impossible  with 
man  has  been  possible  with  God,  and  He 
who  sent  us  much  needed  discipline  sent 
us  also,  in  due  time,  deliverance.  He  has 
put  it  into  the  hearts  of  His  people  to  de- 
liver themselves  of  their  wealth,  aye,  and 
of  their  penury,  too — for  our  treasury  has 
been  filled  with  gifts  varying  from  £2,000 
down  to  sixpence.  Now  our  difficulties 
have  disappeared,  and  the  committee  are 
able  to  resolve  that  God  would  have  us 
continue  our  work  on  the  lines  that  have 
been  thus  far  followed  by  such  manifest 
tokens  of  blessing  and  success. 

Perhaps,  to  show  that  we  have  not  been 
unfaithful  stewards,  I may  briefly  recount 
the  steps  we  have  been  led  to  follow  dur- 
ing the  past  year.  Within  a week  of  our 
annual  meeting  the  committee  took  into 
consideration  the  finances  of  the  Society. 
At  their  June  meeting  they  decided  on 
a bold  policy  of  advance;  they  issued  a 
“call”  for  500  missionaries,  for  an  income 
of  £500,000,  and  for  half  as  many  again 
home  workers.  Tn  July  they  prepared 
their  estimates,  and  carefully  worked  out 
as  they  were — and  have  proved  to  be — 
they  showed  an  estimated  expenditure  of 
£371,000  added  to  the. adverse  balance  of 
£35,000.  In  other  words,  a sum  of 
£406,000  would  be  required  to  make  good 
our  financial  position — an  increase  of 
£88,000  on  the  income  of  the  previous 
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year.  We  prepared  for  special  efforts  in 
the  autumn.  At  the  dismissal  meeting  in 
October  we  had  sorrowfully  to  suggest 
that  possibly  there  would  be  no  such 
gathering  next  year.  When  we  met  in 
November  we  looked  the  matter  very  fully 
in  the  face.  We  passed  estimates  for  only 
half  a year.  We  reconsidered  our  posi- 
tion, and  where  we  could  effect  retrench- 
ments if  necessary,  and  we  appointed  a 
sub-committee  to  tell  us  and  to  report  to 
us  how  this  was  to  be  carried  into  effect. 
No  one  could  say  that  we  were  not  pre- 
paring, as  prudent  men,  for  an  emergency 
which  might  come  upon  us.  And  so  we 
entered  upon  our  Easter  like  the  disciples 
who  had  lost  their  Lord.  But  just  as  to 
them  when  they  doubted  and  waited  and 
watched,  there  appeared  the  living  God, 
speaking  words  of  comfort  and  forgive- 
ness and  encouragement,  so  to  us  in  our 
anxiety  came  the  glad  voice,  telling  us  to 
put  away  our  fears,  for  lie  had  provided 
for  our  wants  in  the  manner  you  have 
heard  to-day.  He  seemed  very  near  to  us 
at  that  time.  May  He  be  so  to-day  and 
always ! 

THE  BEST  WE  HAVE. 

Christ  wants  the  best.  He  in  the  far-off 
ages 

Once  claimed  the  firstling  of  the  flock,  the 
finest  of  the  wheat, 

And  still  He  asks  His  own  with  gentlest 
pleading 


To  lay  their  highest  hopes  and  brightest 
talents  at  His  feet. 

He’ll  not  forget  the  feeblest  service, 
humblest  love. 

He  only  asks  that  of  our  store  we  give  to 
Him 

The  best  we  have. 

Christ  gives  the  best.  He  takes  the  hearts 
we  offer 

And  fills  them  with  His  glorious  beauty, 
joy  and  peace. 

And  in  His  service,  as  we’re  growing 
stronger, 

The  calls  to  grand  achievements  still 
increase. 

The  richest  gifts  for  us  on  earth,  or  in  the 
heaven  above. 

Are  hid  in  Christ.  In  Jesus  we  receive 
The  best  we  have. 

And  is  our  best  too  much?  0 friend,  let 
us  remember 

How  once  our  Lord  poured  out  His  soul 
for  us, 

And  in  the  prime  of  His  mysterious 
manhood 

Gave  up  His  precious  life  upon  the  cross! 

The  Lord  of  lords,  by  whom  the  worlds 
were  made. 

Through  bitter  grief  and  tears  gave  us 
The  best  He  had. 

— The  Interior. 


A young  woman  in  England  had  a dream.  She  was  in  heaven  and  an  angel  was 
showing  her  about.  They  came  to  a magnificent  mansion,  and  she  asked,  “Whose 
is  this  ? ” “ That  is  for  your  gardener,”  was  the  reply.  “ My  gardener  ! ” she  ex- 

claimed. “ What  can  he  want  with  such  grandeur,  lie  is  quite  content  with  his  li’  tie 
cottage  down  on  earth.”  The  angel  replied,  “He  sent  up  the  material  and  it  had 
to  be  used.”  Presently  they  stood  before  a tiny  structure.  “ And  whose  is  this  ?” 
she  inquired.  “ That  is  yours,”  was  the  answer.  “ I live  in  a home  like  that  here 
when  I had  such  a beautiful  mansion  below  ! ” she  replied  in  astonishment  and 
sorrow.  The  angel  answered,  “ Wc  have  to  do  the  best  we  can  with  the  material 
sent  up.”  The  dreamer  awoke,  she  felt  God  had  spoken  to  her.  Her  whole  life  was 
changed.  From  that  day  she  began  to  build  for  eternity. 
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EDITORIAL  NOTES. 


It  will  interest  the  readers  of  Olive 
Trees  to  know  that  the  following  bequests 
to  the  public  schemes  of  tire  Church  ap- 
pear in  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Andrew 
Alexander : Foreign  Misisons,  $25,000 ; 
Southern  Mission,  $10,000;  Indian  Mis- 
sion, $5,000;  and  Sustentation  Fund, 
$20,000.  This  money  is  not  for  invest- 
ment, but  for  current  expense  account. 

Recently,  when  calling  at  the  home  of  a 
friend,  she  handed  us  $100  to  be  used  ac- 
cording to  our  discretion  in  any  depart- 
ment of  the  Foreign  Missions.  At  her 
request,  the  name  is  not  published,  and 
the  offering  will  be  appropriated  to  the 
work  on  Cyprus. 

Olive  Trees  has  received  ten  dollars 
from  Mrs.  John  McNicol,  of  Woodhaven, 
Long  Island,  N.  Y.,  to  be  forwarded  to 
Dr.  John  G.  Paton.  Her  Sabbath  school 
class  of  ten  boys  has  been  reading  the 
story  of  his  life  among  the  heathen  in  the 
New  Hebrides,  and  this  contribution  is 
the  result  of  the  interest  that  has  been 
thus  awakened  in  his  work  on  the  islands. 
The  work  of  this  distinguished  missionary 
is  very  dear  to  Mrs.  McNicol,  as  she  was 
brought  up  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Sterling,  Scotland,  under  the 
late  Dr.  Bennie;  and,  as  there  is  not 
much  of  a missionary  spirit  in  the  con- 
gregation of  which  she  is  a member,  she  is 
naturally  anxious  that  young  men  under 
her  instruction  should  become  in  this 
respect  true  followers  of  Christ. 

The  Fleming  H.  Revell  Company,  New 


York,  Chicago  and  Toronto,  have  sent 
Olive  Trees 

Among  the  Burmese.  By  Henry  Park 
Cochrane.  Price , $1.25  net. 

This  volume  has  literary  merit  that 
claims  for  it  a wide  circulation,  but  it  is 
especially  valuable  as  containing  much 
information  that  cannot  be  found  any- 
where else  regarding  the  people  and  re- 
ligious condition  of  Burma.  The  record 
of  its  contents  is  very  suggestive:  “First 
Experiences,”  “Living  Like  the  Natives,” 
“Customs  of  the  Burmese,”  “Chief  Races 
of  Burma,”  “Buddhism  As  It  Is,” 
“Burma’s  Outcasts,”  “A  Nation  in  Tran- 
sition,” “By  All  Means  Save  Some,” 
“With  Persecutions,”  “Heroes  and 
Heroines,”  “Peculiar  Experiences,”  “Ob- 
stacles,” and  “What  Hath  God  Wrought?” 
Every  chapter  is  instructive  and  stimulat- 
ing. 

When  the  book  was  delivered  at  our 
office,  we  handed  it  to  Miss  Laura  McWil- 
liams, who  returned  it  the  next  day  with 
a hearty  recommendation  of  its  value,  as 
“a  concise  account  of  the  probable  origin 
of  the  several  tribes,  their  laws,  mode  of 
living,  religion  and  depravity;  of  the  un- 
successful and  successful  attempts  to  win 
them  to  Christ,  and  the  steadfastness  of 
those  who  have  accepted  the  Saviour;  of 
the  obstacles  to  be  met  and  overcome  by 
those  who  give  heed  to  the  gospel  call, 
‘Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach’; 
and  of  the  necessity  for  earnest,  willing 
helpers  in  the  home  land.”  We  indorse 
this  estimate,  and  pass  it  on  to  our 
readers. 


You  whose  duty  it  is  to  remain  at  home  are  equally  sharers  with  those  who  go 
into  the  mission  fields  in  their  work  ; yours  equally  to  share  in  the  reward  when 
Christ  is  glorified.  — J.  Hudson  Taylor. 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONARIES 


Rev.  Jas.  S.  Stewart 

J.  M.  Balph,  M.  D 

Miss  Mattie  R.  Wylie 

Miss  Maggie  B.  Edgar.... 
Miss  Willia  A.  Dodds 

Rev.  C.  A.  Dodds 

Miss  Meta  Cunningham... 

Rev.  R.  J.  Dodds 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett. 
Miss  Lizzie  McNaughton.  . 


*■ Latakia , Syria. 


J.  Suadia,  via  Antioch , Syria. 
| Mersitia,  Asia  Minor. 


Rev.  Walter  McCarroll Larnaca , Cyprus. 


Rev.  A.  I.  Robb 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Miss  J.  Maude  George,  M.  D 
Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D.. 
Miss  Jean  McBurney,  M.  D. .. 
Miss  Jennie  B.  Torrence 


^ Tak  Hing  Chau , West  River , 

via  Canton , So.  China. 


POST  OFFICE  ADDRESSES  OF  HOME  MISSIONARIES. 

Rev.  W.  W.  Carithefs, 

Indian  Mission, 

Apache , O.  T. 

Rev.  J.  G.  Reed, 

Southern  Mission , 

Selma,  Ala. 


MAP  OF  THE  MISSION  FIELDS  PRESS Y TEW  AN 'cHU  R.CH 

IN  SYRIA,  THE  ISLAND  OF  CYPRUS,  AND 
ADJOINING  PARTS  OF  TURKEY  IN  ASIA.... 

This  map  is  about  60  x 65  inches  in  si/.e.  oonforms  to  the  best  geographical  authorities  and  the 
workmanship  is  in  all  respects  of  standard  quality. 

It  indicates  by  distinctive  legends  the  location  and  relative  importance  of  towns  or  villages 
where  schools  are  or  have  been  in  operation. 

The  regular  price  of  the  map  is  $3.00. 

Any  one  wishing  a copy  for  himself  or  family  can  liave  It  mailed  to  bln  address  for 

SI. 00  and  13  cents  for  postajge. 

ADDRESS 

OLIVE  TREES.  327  West  56th  Street,  New  York. 


n TPATTPT/  A nr\T  T TTH  CP  The  only  College  in  the 

LrJlllN  III  V A UUJ-J-LliliVj  111.  u.  S.  under  control  of  the 

Reformed  Presbyterian  Synod,  O.  S. 

NEW  COURSES,  Our  papers  accepted  at  Columbia,  Princeton,  Cornell,  Michigan 

NEW  FACILITIES,  University.  Better  work  is  being  done,  year  by  year. 

NEW  BUILDINGS,  Children  of  Clergymen  Have  Tuition  at  Half  Rates. 

Write  for  particulars  to 

W.  P.  JOHNSTON,  Pres. 

BEAVER  FALLS,  PA. 


WILLIAM  R.  JENKINS,. 

PutoliBlior,  Bookseller,  Stationer  and  Printer, 
Publisher  and  Importer  of  FRENCH  BOOKS, 

851  & 85  3 SIXTH  AVENUE, 

N.  W.  Cor.  4Stli  Street,  IM  E W Y O R K. 

Card  Engraving,  Stamping,  Wedding  Invitations, 

PICTURES  AND  PICTURE  FRAMING. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 


Telephone,  2700  Franklin . Eetabllekel  1800. 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and 

Manufacturing  Stationers, 

52  to  58  DUANE  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 


MACKEOWN’S 

EYESIGHT  TESTING  ROOMS  FOR  SPECTACLES, 

21  WEST  42d  STREET.  NEW  YORK.  Telephone,  6643-38th  St. 

U/DITP  JAMES  S.  TIBBY,  Sharpsburg,  Pa., 

▼ ▼ when  you  want  the  following  COVENANTER 

-■=  LITERATURE: 

PSALTERS,  OLD  AND  NEW  VERSION  PSALMS. 

BOOK  OF  TESTIMONY  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

COVENANT  AND  PASTORAL  LETTER. 

MEMORIAL  VOLUME. 

CATALOGUE  OF  PROFESSORS  AND  STUDENTS  OF  THE 
SEMINARY. 

PSALM  SELECTIONS  FOR  CONVENTIONS  AND  SCHOOLS. 


McCLEAN, 

Undertaker 
and  .... 
Embalmer, 

569  Seventh  Avenue, 

Bet.  4otb  and  41st  Streets, 
NEW  YOKE. 
Telephone,  658 — 38th  St. 


